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his  line  carries  the  Papacy  forward ;
.any other cannot be recognized.    This, also,
appears to be the almost unanimous opinion
of historians on the Catholic side.    It prevails
in the Roman Chancery.    From a different
point  of  view,   and regarding the national
interests or rivalries which gave birth to the
Jleformation*   we   may   consider   the   Great
Schism as an attempt, premature but fertile
in consequences, to break up mediaeval Europe
ecclesiastically among the French,  Italians,
Spaniards,   Germans,   and   English.       The
*c nations "   that   voted  at   Constance  were
superseding  and casting aside the Empire.
They were also,  in fact,  debating whether
-each of the European chief divisions should
not have its own Church.    Instead of the
one Pope, General Councils were to govern;
and under this parliamentary system, as it
turned out, laymen would control the clergy,
while the civil ruler took to himself supreme
jurisdiction,   and  the  Roman  Pontiff  sank
to be a Doge  of Venice.    These were the
Teal   points   in   dispute.    On   the   surface
It was a matter of Canon Law to be settled
by jurists.   And in its earlier stages the Schism
renewed  that   long   debate   between   Rome
and Avignon, on the part of French Cardinals